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A LITTLE BUZZ
FROM BEE
A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD AND THE
NEWS CREW
It is our hope that all of our LC
neighbors were able to be reunited with
family and friends to enjoy a wonderful
Thanksgiving holiday after being
separated last year.
The nip in the air and decorations
everywhere remind us that the next
holiday festivities are fast approaching.
It also means that we are rounding the
corner on 2021 and we will be ringing
in a new year soon. While “The Virus”
isn’t totally in our rearview mirror, we
have been able to socialize again. We
look forward to seeing many of our
neighbors at our LC Holiday Party later
this month.

We want to thank those who contribute
much time and many talents to our
community. As we stated before,
Lewes Crossing and our Community
News rely on input and participation
from all of us. We are blessed with a
community filled with neighbors who
possess various skills and talents that
are greatly needed. Please don’t be shy
about raising your hand to offer your
time and expertise.
From all of your Board members and
your News Crew, we want to wish
you and your families the happiest
of holidays and a new year filled with
good health, blessings and time with
family, friends and neighbors.

Happy Holidays!

What do you get when you cross a
snowman with a vampire?
Frostbite
If athletes get athlete’s foot, what
do astronauts get?
Missile Toe
How does the man in the moon cut
his hair?
Eclipse it

UPCOMING EVENTS
Check out the website calendar.
If you have an event to add to the
calendar, please contact Premier with
the information.
Meet the Candidates
Monday, Dec 6 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 pm
Election Meeting
Monday, Dec 13  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 pm
Ladies Happy Hour
Thursday, Dec 16  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . TBD
Holiday Party
Saturday, Dec 18 .  .  .  .  .  .  6-10 pm
To see changes or additions, go to the
LC website, Events/Calendar.
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Here’s where you’ll see your neighbors’ news, accomplishments, awards, special birthdays, anniversaries, retirements - any
kind of milestone you want to share. Photos (jpeg’s) are welcome and encouraged! Send it all to LCCommunityNews@gmail.
com for consideration.
Lewes Crossing is fortunate to be a community of homeowners with rich and varied backgrounds and experiences. Likely,
the neighbors you meet and greet have a compelling story to tell, and periodically, we will put one of our neighbors in The
Spotlight. If you would like to share your story, or know of someone else who has an interesting story, please let us know.
LCCommunityNews@gmail.com.

CONGRATULATIONS, CALVIN JACKSON!
Contributed by Shirleeta Stanton

Congratulations goes out to LC’s own,
CALVIN JACKSON!! For his exceptional
service to the community and devotion
to enhancing the quality of life for
residents of Delaware, Calvin’s fraternity
named him CITIZEN OF THE YEAR!!
This prestigious award was presented
on November 13th at the Psi Iota
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity’s
75th Anniversary celebration. Calvin,
thank you for all that you do for our
community! And a special thanks to his
wife, Patricia (Mrs. Citizen of the Year),
for inviting Raymond and me to be a
part of this special honor.

LEWES CROSSING CRAFT CLASSES
As you may have recently read in The
Spotlight (October 2021), Michele
Polding, with help from Debby Gensch,
instructs craft classes for adults.
In October, the craft class completed
beautiful Floral Centerpieces.
November’s craft fit right into the
season with an Iris Paper Folding
Pumpkin class.
Also in November, Michele put on a
special Kids Craft Class where they
made a Paper Plate Candy Corn Turkey.
If anyone would like to organize future
classes for kids, drop us a line at
LCCommunityNews@gmail.com and
we’ll advise on how you can do that.

Leah Atwell, Caroline P, Alyssa A, Abbey P,
Sophia P, and Dawn Perniciaro

Front row l-r: Linda Fortner, Debby Gensch, Lin
Simeone Back row l-r: Jamie Lenoci, Sue Malec,
Michele Polding, Jeannie Johansen, Betty Pasco,
Jeanne Dean

Michele, Nancy, Betty, Sue, Jeannie, Donna,
Jeanne, Debby, Cheryl, Mickey, Barb, Lin
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The Marmens Give Back
By Jeanne Wyatt Dean

When Ken and Mickey Marmen started
thinking about retiring from their
respective careers, Delaware seemed
the logical choice. Not too far north for
Mickey and not too far south for Ken.
They focused on Lewes because it was
one of the few towns offering homes
with basements. Ken needed an area to
set up both his extensive woodworking
shop and an outfitted craft area for
Mickey. In 2017, they bought their
home in Lewes Crossing. For the next
3 years, while continuing to work fulltime, they spent every third weekend of
the month working on their home.
In May 2020, Ken retired as a Project
Manager for a custom home builder in
Maryland. It was then that they became
full-time residents of Lewes Crossing.
Mickey continued working from their
new home as a Reverse Mortgage Loan

Specialist, and in February 2021, joined
Ken in retirement.
Volunteer service is nothing new to Ken
and Mickey. They have both been active
in the Christmas in April organization.
Located in Prince George’s County,
Maryland, “Christmas in April is a nondenominational volunteer organization
that repairs the homes of senior citizens
who are either low-income and/or
physically challenged so they may live
in warmth, safety, and independence.”
On the last Saturday of April, volunteers
come together for a one-day repair
effort. Christmas in April relies on
funding from businesses, corporations,
and individuals as well as the efforts of
volunteers.
Ken and Mickey say they have talked
for years about getting involved in Toys
for Tots (T4Ts) out of a desire to give
back and thought also, it would be a

good way to meet their new neighbors.
In 2020, that idea came to fruition.
They solicited a volunteer force of 9 of
their neighbors and the Marmen’s team
produced 50 toys for the T4Ts program.
In 2021, with 36 volunteers and 4 shifts
a week for 6 weeks, 120 toys were made
and delivered to the organization. They
were blown away by the generosity and
talent that came together. Ken says,
“It was truly a community project.”
Mickey says, “We done good!”
What’s ahead for the Marmens? In the
short term, they will be training the
newest member of their family, Odie.
Odie is their Portuguese Water Dog
puppy.
Like most of us they hope to live long
and healthy lives and look forward to
keeping their project alive, turning out
toys for as long as they can.
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BOCCE IN THE PARK 11/13/21
by Fred Neidhart

Sometimes you just need an excuse
to get outside and enjoy friends
and neighbors for some activity.
On a beautiful Saturday afternoon
last month, bocce was that activity.
Over thirty neighbors showed up to
participate, watch, or just chill. Chill
did become the operative word towards
the latter part of the afternoon but it
was nice and sunny until then.
Bocce is a great game because it is
simple, easy to play, and won’t tear up

your lawn like horseshoes (note: always
remove the horses first; easier to throw
and easier on your lawn). You only
need a bocce set and open space. There
were five active lanes with two teams of
two players each trying to resurrect the
skills and competitive juices they may
have never had. Many people were new
to the game, but it really didn’t matter.
Mostly, people were just laughing a lot
and having fun. It was a picture perfect
fall scene in Delaware.

I was able to demonstrate more
enthusiasm than ability for the game,
while Larry Pasco and Paul Michalski
helped set up the lanes and review the
rules. On a personal note, it was really
nice to get together with neighbors in
the newer sections of our community,
many of whom I did not know well,
and share the awesomeness of “Central
Park”. Let’s do this again!
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On Sunday, November 14th, we had our third annual Friendsgiving celebration, including a Food and Supply Drive
for the Community Resource Center. With about 80 residents participating, we can all agree that it was a huge
success! Not only is this annual event a tribute to the friendships shared throughout our community but it gives us a
chance to come together to help those less fortunate.
WRDE TV visited our event and produced a wonderful news story which aired over the next few days. In case you
missed it, you can watch it here: WRDE Coast TV
The Cape Gazette also did a story on our event: Lewes Crossing Event
In addition to the two truckloads of goods delivered to the CRC, a monetary donation of more than $600 was made
to the CRC, which included individual donations and the Social Committee’s half of the 50/50 raffle. Donna Holmes,
who won the 50/50, donated a majority of her winnings to the CRC as well. Lewes Crossing likes to give Big Time!
Special thanks to:
Official Turkey Cooks: Fred Neidhart, Dan Donoghue, and Rick Boyd
Official Fire Tenders: Rick Boyd, Larry Pasco, and Bill Polding
And for the loan of their firepit, Ed & Sue Malec.
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GARDENING TIPS
by Carolyn Vane

Decorating with Cuttings for Christmas
There are so many wonderful plants that do well in our coastal environment that
are fabulous for Christmas decorating. Consider adding plants to your gardens
that are native and beneficial for habitat, which all of these are.
Ilex opaca, American Holly, officially named Delaware’s State
Tree in 1939, when the state was the leading exporter of
holly Christmas wreaths. This holly is also regarded as one of
Delaware’s most important forest trees.
Ilex glabra, Inkberry, another native
holly that does well here, you can spot
these along our walking path. Inkberries do not have the
showy red berries, it has a black drupe (berry) that the birds
eat.
Ilex verticillata, Winterberry, there are many varieties of
Winterberry, most prefer some shade, ‘Red Sprite’ is the only
variety that can handle full sun and has the biggest berries.
This is a deciduous tree so it drops all of its leaves and the
berries are abundant for the birds and for decorating at
Christmas.
NOTE: All hollies have both male and female plants. The
females have the ornamental red berries that are a favorite food for birds and
decorating. The males are the pollinators. Most pollinate within a one-mile area.
In some cases, it might be necessary to plant both male and female varieties to be
assured you get the wonderful berries.

NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH-LIST
The following shows come highly
recommended by some of our LC
neighbors. Please feel free to send
your recommendations for future
newsletters to LCCommunityNews@
gmail.com.

Amazon Prime
Goliath (series)

Apple TV

Coda (movie)
Finch (movie)
See (series)

Hulu

Dopesick (series, 8 episodes)

Netflix

Hanna (series)
Maid (series, 10 episodes)
Safe (series)
The Lie (movie)
True Story (series, 7 episodes)

On Demand rental

The Eyes of Tammy Faye (2021 movie)
“One of the best movies I’ve seen in a very long
time. The acting was superb!”

Cornus sericea, red-osier dogwood, also called Red Twig Dogwood. This is a
wonderfully hardy native shrub with winter interest. Sorry I don’t have a picture
of this beauty, but you can see both the yellow and red twig dogwoods along the
walking path behind William Dorsey Street at the fork around pond #3 which is
visible from Silo. These cuttings are magnificent in planters with other Christmas
greens giving it added height and punch.
Magnolias. We love them for their fragrant flowers and their
leathery leaves that look like they have velvet on the back
for Christmas decorating. There are many varieties, some
evergreen and some deciduous. Magnolia grandiflora is that
stately Southern Magnolia that we all know and love. There
are some growing here in Lewes. In Lewes Crossing, many of
you have planted the more diminutive varieties Little Gem and Teddy Bear, which
are also good for cuttings at Christmas. Bracken’s Brown Beauty is a variety that
is very wind resistant. A flowering evergreen, it doesn’t get much better than that.
Lewes Crossing seems to be getting an early start to decorating for the holidays.
Have at it and bring lots of texture, color, and scents in from the garden. Hopefully,
plant some trees and shrubs next year that will be helpful to our birds and from
which you can get cuttings for decorating.
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THINGS TO DO
If you haven’t had a chance to see the Capital Ringers yet, it’s not too late.
Here are December show times and venues:

Here are the show times and venues:
• Saturday, December 4: 7 pm, Community Church at Ocean Pines, 11227
Racetrack Road, Berlin, Md. A free will offering will be taken.
• Saturday, December 11: Two shows, 2 and 7 pm, Milton Theatre, 110 Union St.,
Milton. Tickets are available online.
• Sunday, December 12: 4 pm, Conley’s United Methodist Church, 33106 Jolyn’s
Way, Lewes-Rehoboth. Tickets are available online or at the door.
For more information and links for tickets, please go to The Capital Ringers
website.

BOOK OF THE
MONTH
The Book Club
meets
in
the
clubhouse
and
we have great
discussions
on
books from a
variety of genres.
All are welcome to
join!
In the New Year, we’ll resume our
schedule and meet on Wednesday,
January 26th. We’ll be discussing
“Golden Girl” by Elin Hilderbrand.
We don’t yet have a book selection
for February but stay tuned. In the
meantime, happy holidays to all!

The holiday season is upon us and there is plenty to see and do around town! For a
full list of events this month, check out the Lewes Chamber of Commerce website.
Don’t miss some all-time favorites happening this week including:

For more information, please contact
Donna Scott:
donnalee753@gmail.com

LEWES MERCHANTS’ HOSPITALITY NIGHT in the Lewes commercial area
• Thursday, December 2nd, 5:00-8:00 PM
Local merchants host an enjoyable evening of shopping & entertainment.
OLD and NEW HOLIDAY SALE at the Lewes Public Library
• Friday, December 3rd (2:00-4:00 PM) & Saturday, December 4th (10:00
AM-2:00 PM )
Purchase holiday gifts & support the library.
LEWES LIGHTS OPENING CEREMONY at Manila Ave in Lewes
• Friday, December 3rd, 5:00-6:30 PM
Neighbors, local dignitaries and holiday revelers kick off the Lewes lights free,
self-guided tour.
89th ANNUAL LEWES CHRISTMAS PARADE in Downtown Lewes
• Saturday, December 4th, 5:00-6:30 PM
Honoring all pandemic frontline workers this year.

HELP IN THE HOOD
Thank you to those who have reached
out to us to be added to the Help in
The Hood list! If you need any help,
feel free to contact the volunteers in
our growing list. And to keep our list
growing, please let us know where
you might be able to help a neighbor
by contacting: LCCommunityNews@
gmail.com.
Available to drive to appointments, food
shopping, household chores, etc.:
• Donna Scott  .  .  . 516-509-4393
• Lin Simeone  .  .  . 215-630-7502
• BJ Wiezik .  .  .  .  . 201-803-5182
Available to assist with minor household
odd jobs:
• Fred Scott  .  .  .  .  . 516-306-2524
Available to answer general ‘nursing’
questions:
• BJ Wiezik  .  .  .  .  . 201-803-5182

Lewes Crossing Property Owners Association, Inc. • lewescrossingde.com
c/o Premier Property & Pool Management • 34634 Bay Crossing Blvd., Suite 4 • Lewes, DE 19958

7

